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James P. Taylor was never 
one to hide his love for 
Vermont. In 1911, invited to 
speak about the then year-

old Green Mountain Club at a dinner 
for University of Vermont alumni in 
Boston, he began:

 I was never so impressed by the 
beauty and the meaning of the scenery 
of the Green Mountain State as I was 
on my fi rst visit to the University of 
Vermont. From a place very familiar to 
you all, the tower of the “Old Mill,” late 
one crystal clear afternoon I watched 
a wonderful sunset, which illuminated 
the far distant Adirondacks, and was 
gloriously refl ected upon Lake Cham-
plain. Then, turning to the east, be-
yond a vast plain I saw the moon rise 
superbly over ponderous Mount Mans-
fi eld, and light up the Green Mountain 
Range from Sterling to Camel’s Hump.

Having made his audience suffi -
ciently homesick for Burlington, Taylor 
then launched into his speech. The 
following year he moved from Saxtons 
River to Burlington, never to leave.

The Birthplace 

It was not just the vistas that made 
Taylor choose the Queen City as the 
birthplace of the Green Mountain Club 
in 1910. The previous year, Burlington 
had been the scene of the Champlain 

Tercentennial, a large-scale celebra-
tion at which James Bryce, mountain 
climber and British ambassador to 
the United States, delivered a much-
heralded speech entitled “Vermont: 
Mountains and Men.” In it he counseled 
Vermonters to open their mountains 
to walkers. As Taylor explained to the 
UVM alumni, a goal of the new club 
was “preaching and practicing the great 
text which Ambassador Bryce gave the 
state.”

 Burlington was also the place where 
James Taylor, assistant principal of 
Vermont Academy in Saxtons River, had 
fi rst aired his idea of a Long Trail for the 
Green Mountains. In the fall of 1909, 
having to step in at the last minute for 
his principal at a banquet for Vermont 
schoolmasters at the Van Ness House 
hotel, he had fi ve remaining minutes 
to fi ll. What to say? He chose to out-
line his dream of “a high highway, a 
mountain footpath over the sky line of 
Vermont.” 

Once launched, Taylor did not let 
his Long Trail idea rest. The following 
spring he invited infl uential Vermont-
ers from around the state to meet with 
him on March 11, 1910, at 2:00 P.M., at 
the Van Ness House in Burlington. The 
summons read in part:

 There is a plan under consideration by 
some citizens of the State for the forma-
tion of a Green Mountain Club, which 
would make the Vermont mountains 

play a larger part in the life of the 
people.
 The work of the Club would be to 
awaken an interest in the mountains 
of Vermont, to encourage mountain 
Climbing, to make trails, build shelters, 
and aid in the preparation of maps 
and guide books.

The Van Ness House

 The obvious location for the meet-
ing, the Van Ness House, stood on the 
corner of Main and St. Paul Streets—
across from City Hall Park where Am-
bassador Bryce had spoken just eight 
months earlier. Originally built in 1871, 
the hotel was enlarged during the fol-
lowing decade; the new fi ve-story wing 
down Main Street contained private 
bathrooms as well as a steam heating 
plant. Other improvements followed, 
most conspicuously a rooftop sun par-
lor where guests could enjoy “the full 
benefi t of the Lake Champlain sunsets.” 

The hotel’s owner, former Governor 
Urban A. Woodbury (1838-1915), had 
played host to three presidents, includ-
ing William Howard Taft during the 
Champlain Tercentennial. According to 
Woodbury’s great-grandson John Page, 
Woodbury grew up in Elmore, attended 
medical school at the University of Ver-
mont, and in 1861 enlisted in the Union 
Army. After losing his right arm at the 
Battle of Bull Run, he was unable to 
practice medicine. Instead, he entered 
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